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December 2025 Charges
US Bank CalCard Credit Card
Vendor Name Description  Transaction Amount 
THE RESTAURANT AT THE RAI WATER BOTTLES 273.80                                        
VILLAGE PIZZA KWIKFEED 500LB 322.61                                        
THE MARKET AT THE RAINBOW AFTER HOURS MEALS FOR CREW 38.22                                          
HOME DEPOT BEVERAGES FOR CREW 7.21                                            
VILLAGE PIZZA NOTARY SERVICES CREDIT 72.12                                          
GRAINGER  FIRST AID KITS FOR NEW VEHICLES 1,437.12                                    
AMAZON ANTI SLIP PAINT FOR RENE 159.47                                        
CULLIGAN MIRROR FOR LOBBY RESTROOM 103.85                                        
HOME DEPOT NO TRESPASSING SIGN 133.13                                        
HOME DEPOT PPE ORDER FOR SAFETY DEPT./PO 14755 (145.25)                                      
GRAINGER HAND SOAP FOR LOBBY RESTROOM 344.59                                        
HOME DEPOT NO TRESPASSING SIGN 33.55                                          
AMAZON NO TRESPASSING SIGNS 430.99                                        
AMAZON EMPLOYEE SNACKS - FRUITS 68.88                                          
GRAINGER MONTHLY WATER SOFTENER SERVICE 121.16                                        
GRAINGER MEASURING WHEELS FOR ENGINEERING 2,169.71                                    
GRAINGER TOWELS FOR DANIEL AND FISH TAPE FOR FACILITIES 1,017.38                                    
GRAINGER WEED BARRIER STAKES FOR MAIN SIGN 124.74                                        
GRAINGER CREDIT TAKEN LAST MONTH 187.10                                        
HOME DEPOT PURCHASED ITEM AND CANCELLED 116.65                                        
WEATHERTECH HEADLAMP FO DANIEL 562.87                                        
WEATHERTECH TAPE MEASURES 474.05                                        
AMAZON FORKLIFT TRAINING - DZUNIGA 42.11                                          
WEATHERTECH SPRINKLER REPAIR TOOL AND BOX CUTTER FOR DANIEL 155.31                                        
WEATHERTECH SMALL ENGINE FUEL/PO14773 215.19                                        
ESCONDIDO METAL SUPPLY FACILITIES SUPPLIES 828.12                                        
ETRAILER CORPORATION FACILITIES SUPPLIES 114.77                                        
FALLBROOK SMOG LLC EMPLOYEE SNACKS - KITCHEN SUPPLIES 437.99                                        
FALLBROOK SMOG LLC EMPLOYEE SNACKS - KITCHEN SUPPLIES 47.12                                          
AMAZON EMPLOYEE SNACKS - KITCHEN SUPPLIES 18.91                                          
HOME DEPOT SAFETY SUPPLIES/PO14783 45.88                                          

Credit Card Transactions
Fiscal Year 2025-2026
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Vendor Name Description  Transaction Amount 
HOME DEPOT FACILITIES SUPPLIES 7.69                                            
HOME DEPOT EMPLOYEE SNACKS - FRUITS 168.69                                        
HOME DEPOT SHOP SUPPLIES & SMALL TOOLS-SCREWDRIVER SET 173.11                                        
HOME DEPOT WEATHERTECH FLOORMATS 118.23                                        
WHIP AROUND INC PULL TARPS ROPES AND BUNGEES 559.00                                        
ZOHO THRUST ANGLE RUCK ALIGNMENT 40.25                                          
DAVID AGUIRRE SMALL EQUIPMENT PARTS-AIR FILTER, CARBURETOR 3,687.23                                    
MAGNETICMIC.COM 4FT LADDER FOR WASTE TIRE CAGE 92.01                                          
SHERATON REFLECTIVE TAIL GTE WRAP & DECALS FOR NEW TRUCKS 30.00                                          
LINKEDIN SMALL TOOLS STEP DRILL AND HEAVY DUTY GLOVES 169.99                                        
WASABI MATERIAL FOR THE TURNER TANK INJECTION SET UP 157.00                                        
AMAZON MATERIAL FOR THE TURNER TANK INJECTION 120.46                                        
AMAZON WEB SERVICES HELMET LIGHTS FOR CONSTRUCTION CREW 2.73                                            
TWILIO VEHICLE PRETRIP SOFTWARE 20.05                                          
SP AA PRINT SUPPLY ZOHO FORMS FOR METERS 200.42                                        
AMAZON HELMET LIGHTS FOR CONSTRUCTION CREW 36.28                                          
AMAZON MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION 108.39                                        
AMAZON CONFERENCE MEAL - ADMN OFCR 27.99                                          
MICROSOFT CONFERENCE PARKING - ADMN OFCR 127.35                                        
AMAZON CONFERENCE TRANSPORTATION - ADMN OFCR 1,133.95                                    
GOTOCOM*GOTOCONNECT CONFERENCE TRANSPORTATION - ADMN OFCR 1,214.17                                    
TWILIO CONFERENCE MEAL - ADMN OFCR 20.20                                          
HEXNODE  MITSOGO INC CONFERENCE MEAL - ADMN OFCR 3,830.40                                    
ZOOM CONFERENCE TRANSPORTATION - ADMN OFCR 149.94                                        
AMAZON CONFERENCE LODGING - ADMN OFCR 92.10                                          
STARLINK MEETING SNACK 320.00                                        
APPLE IPHONE REPAIR PARTS 2.99                                            
RING MONITOR STAND & VIDEO SURVELLIENCE SIGNS 9.99                                            
CUMMINS INC - X1 TURNER CHLORAMINATION PARTS 536.17                                        
ADP SPECIAL EVENTS MAS BACKUP SOLUTION 1,049.00                                    
BELLAGIO - ADV DEP SUPERGLUE 259.64                                        
HOME DEPOT IPHONE REPAIR PARTS 204.38                                        
YARD HOUSE SECURITY CAMERAS FOR YARD 90.51                                          
CWEA TCP TO HDMI DEVICES 251.00                                        
NESSY BURGERS CLOUD STORAGE 111.79                                        
PALA MESA MARKET IPHONE SCREEN PROTECTOR AND CASES 19.18                                          
EL PARQUE TCP TO HDMI DEVICES 69.70                                          
BW ISLANDHOTELMARINA. MICROSOFT CLOUD SERVICES 389.88                                        
BW ISLANDHOTELMARINA. DISTRICT PHONE SERVICE 365.98                                        
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Vendor Name Description  Transaction Amount 
HILTON SAN DIEGO AIRPORT BOARDROOM CLOCK 228.74                                        
SHERATON MARINA KEYBOARDS & MICE 228.75                                        
SHERATON MARINA ZOOM SUBSCRIPTION 457.00                                        
SHERATON MARINA STARLINK EQUIPMENT 46.48                                          
SHERATON MARINA EOC CABLE 755.22                                        
URBAN WATER INSTITUTE SMS SERVICES 612.85                                        
WATER EDUCATION FDN MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION 2,398.00                                    
RENAISSANCE HOTELS PAL STARLINK MOUNT 714.06                                        
CALIFORNIA SPECIAL DIS FUSES SCADA 275.00                                        
I SEE ME! FUSES FOR ELECTRICAL AND SCADA 49.39                                          
BUILD A HEAD COMPUTER MICE 149.98                                        
SNAPFISH US * RING MONITORING SERVICES 80.42                                          
NORTHGATE MARKET #030 PARTS PURCHASED TO REPAIR MORRO GENERATOR 45.80                                          
NORTHGATE MARKET #030 WORK PLATFORM AND WRENCHES 102.34                                        
WAL-MART #3494 CWEA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 66.35                                          
PRIMO MARKET GRANT WRITING FOR NONPROFITS - ELAN 622.10                                        
COSTCO WHSE #1080 GRANT WRITING FOR NONPROFITS - ELAN 69.79                                          
NORTHGATE MARKET #030 AFTER HOURS MEALS FOR CREW 129.74                                        
Z SOUTH LA CANADA SUPPLIES-LUMBER, REBAR WIRE 205.74                                        
ISTOCKPHOTO URBAN WATER SPRING CONFERENCE FEE-GM 210.00                                        
BACKDRAFT BAR AND GRILL BOARD MEETINGS BEVERAGES 52.00                                          
SHERATON MARINA F&B CSDA QUARTERLY CHAPTER MEETING-DH, DM, DPTS 30.00                                          
SHERATON MARINA CSDA QUARTERLY CHAPTER MEETING-ENG MGR 563.48                                        
TEMECULA CREEK INN FB LEADERSHIP ACADEMY - SHILKOV & CRUZ 178.15                                        
BACKDRAFT BAR AND GRILL ACWA REGION LODGING - PTS 45.00                                          
THE RESTAURANT AT THE RAI ACWA REGION LODGING - DM 81.94                                          
FALLBROOK ACE HARDWARE ADMINISTRATION SUPPLIES 76.25                                          

TOTAL CHARGES 34,401.76                             
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TO: Rainbow Municipal Water District 

 
 

FROM: Alfred Smith 
 

DATE: February 24, 2026 
 

RE: New Virtual Meeting Laws for Committees 
501668-0002 
 

I. INTRODUCTION. 

 Recent amendments to the Brown Act effective January 1, 2026, allow board 
members to virtually attend certain committee meetings.  These amendments modify 
Government Code section 54953.8 to allow streamlined remote meeting procedures.  
Most notably, these recent amendments allow a director’s virtual attendance to still 
count towards a quorum (1) provided the Committee is wholly advisory, and (2) 
provided the Committee’s subject matter jurisdiction does not focus on elections, 
budgets, police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, materials 
available in public libraries, or taxes or related spending proposals.   

The recent amendments also allow directors with disabilities to remotely attend 
meetings, with such attendance counting towards the necessary quorum, just as if a 
director attended the meeting in-person. 

II. BACKGROUND. 

The traditional Brown Act remote meeting options still apply notwithstanding the 
recent amendments to Government Code section 54953.8.  Accordingly, directors may 
still virtually attend meetings, provided that each teleconference location is identified in 
the agenda for the meeting, and provided that each teleconference location is 
accessible to the public. A majority of directors must still attend the meeting in-person.   

 Directors may still also virtually attend meetings where there is “just cause” or an 
“emergency circumstance.”  However, a majority of directors must still attend meetings 
in-person.  Such members attending for “just cause” are required to attend through both 
audio and visual technology, and there are limits to the number of meetings that such 
members can attend remotely for “just cause” under the statute. If the meeting occurs 
once a month or less, this exception may be used two times per year.  The grounds for 
“just cause” are set forth in Government Code Section 54953.8.3(c)(1)-(7) as follows: 

(1)  Childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, 
sibling, spouse, or domestic partner that requires them to participate 
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remotely. “Child,” “parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and “sibling” have 
the same meaning as those terms do in Section 12945.2. 

(2)  A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person. 

(3)  A need related to a physical or mental condition that is not subject to 
subdivision (c) of Section 54953. 

(4)  Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another state or 
local agency. 

(5)  An immunocompromised child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, 
spouse, or domestic partner of the member that requires the member to 
participate remotely. 

(6)  A physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member from 
attending in person. 

(7)  Military service obligations that result in a member being unable to attend 
in person because they are serving under official written orders for active 
duty, drill, annual training, or any other duty required as a member of the 
California National Guard or a United States Military Reserve organization 
that requires the member to be at least 50 miles outside the boundaries of 
the local agency. 

III. NEW OPTIONS FOR ELIGIBLE SUBSIDIARY BODIES. 

A. Committee Meetings. 

Recent amendments to Government Code section 54953.8 create new remote 
meeting options for “Eligible Subsidiary Bodies” allowing agencies to hold public 
meetings where all directors may remotely attend the committee meeting -- so long as 
there is one designated physical meeting location that has a staff member present. 
There are certain other requirements and limitations for this “Eligible Subsidiary Body” 
teleconferencing option, including a requirement for the agency that created the “Eligible 
Subsidiary Body” to first adopt a Resolution making certain findings set forth in 
Government Code section 54953.8.6(a)(4)(A), and to renew this Resolution every six 
months. 

The definition of “Eligible Subsidiary Body” is set forth in Government Code 
section 54953.8.6(b)(1) and requires that each entity meet each of the following criteria: 

(A)  Is described in subdivision (b) of Section 54952. 

(B)  Serves exclusively in an advisory capacity. 
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(C)  Is not authorized to take final action on legislation, regulations, contracts, 
licenses, permits, or any other entitlements, grants, or allocations of funds. 

(D)  Does not have primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined by the 
charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or any formal action of the legislative 
body that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on elections, budgets, 
police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, materials 
available in public libraries, or taxes or related spending proposals. 

Under Rainbow’s Administrative Code section 2.06.010, the Board of Director 
organizes certain Standing Committees that are subject to the Brown Act for their 
meetings. As relevant here, Administrative Code Section 2.06.010.07 sets forth the 
following Committees: (1) Budget and Finance Committee, (2) Engineering and 
Operations Committee, and (3) Communications and Customer Service Committee.  

Government Code section 2.06.010.01 expressly provides that “Committees shall 
have no authority to vote on committee agenda items or otherwise render decisions that 
are binding upon the Board.” Based upon this, all three of the Standing Committees 
meet the requirements (A)-(C) because they are legislative bodies of a local agency that 
are purely advisory and are not authorized to take final action on items. However, the 
Standing Committees have different outcomes with respect to requirement (D) in 
Government Code section 54953.8.6(b)(1): 

• Engineering and Operations Committee and Communications and 
Customer Service Committee are “Eligible Subsidiary Bodies” - The 
Engineering and Operations Committee and Communications and Customer 
Service Committee meet the definition of “Eligible Subsidiary Body” set forth in 
the statute and would be able to utilize the alternative teleconference meeting 
protocols in Government Code section 54953.8.6 in accordance with the 
requirement set forth therein, including the requirement for the legislative body 
that created the committees (i.e., the Board) to first make the requisite findings in 
Government Code section 54953.8.6(a)(4)(A) and every six months thereafter. 

• Budget and Finance Committee is not an Eligible Subsidiary Body - 
However, Administrative Code Section 2.06.010.07.1 provides that the Budget 
and Finance Committee “shall be responsible for the review of District finances 
including: rates, fees, charges and other sources of revenue; budget; audit; 
investments; insurance; and other financial matters.” Therefore, even though it is 
advisory in nature, it has a primary subject matter jurisdiction as defined in the 
Administrative Code that focuses on budgets/spending proposals and therefore 
does not meet the criterion in Government Code section 54953.8.6(b)(1)(D) 
above. Accordingly, the Budget and Finance Committee is not an “Eligible 
Subsidiary Body” and cannot use the teleconference procedures for such entities 
under the Brown Act. 

B. Directors with Disabilities. 
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The recent amendments to Government Code section 54953(c) allow directors 
with a disability1 to participate remotely from locations other than those identified in the 
meeting agenda (i.e., directors can participate from home without opening their home to 
the public). Such directors must participate through both audio and visual technology, 
except that any member with a disability, as defined in Section 12102 of Title 42 of the 
United States Code, may participate only through audio technology if a physical 
condition related to their disability results in a need to participate off camera. The 
director must also disclose at the meeting before any action is taken, whether any other 
individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the remote location with 
the director, and the general nature of the member’s relationship with any of those 
individuals. Such directors with disabilities can count towards the quorum needed for 
meetings the same as if they were attending in one of the physical locations. 

IV. CONCLUSION. 

 Recent amendments to Government Code section 54953.8.6 allow directors to 
virtually attend meetings of both the Engineering and Operations Committee and the 
Customer Services Committee.  Appointed directors do not need to state their location 
on the agenda; however, elected directors must state their location on the agenda.  To 
count towards a quorum, elected directors must also virtually attend committee 
meetings from a location within the District’s jurisdictional boundaries.  There are no 
limits on the number of times a director may virtually attend committee meetings each 
year.  Directors with disabilities may also virtually attend committee meetings with their 
remote attendance counting towards establishing a quorum. 

 
1 Defined in Gov. Code Section 54953(e)(1) as “physical disability or a mental disability as those terms 
are defined in Section 12926 and used in Section 12926.1, or a disability as defined in Section 12102 of 
Title 42 of the United States Code.”  
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Companies Interviewed

• Energy & Water Consulting

• InPipe Energy

• Laketricity

• Opterra

• SD Community Power



Energy & Water Consulting
• A boutique consulting firm with offices in California and Arizona that provides 

services for public and private entities in renewable energy projects (evaluation, 
procurement, compliance and permitting), regulatory representation, rate design, 
negotiations, and system efficiency and optimization.

• Prior Communication: June 29, 2022
• Spoke with: Lon House, Ph.D.
• Follow Up Discussion: July 21, 2025

• Previously worked with us and understands our electric load(s)
• Extensive work with Valley Center MWD
• Currently assisting RMWD in analyzing RES-BCT vs other options

• Renewable Energy Self-Generation Bill Credit Transfer (RES-BCT)-California based renewable 
energy initiative that allows local governments and college campuses to generate renewable energy 
through solar energy and related technologies. The organizations then have the option to transfer 
leftover energy to California’s public utility energy grid.

• Signed a PSA on September 25, 2025 for Solar Project Analysis and Evaluation Services.

..... 
ENERCV & WATER 

CONSULTING 



InPipe Energy
• Specializes in energy recovery solutions in water infrastructure to support water managers 

concerned with operating efficient, productive, and sustainable water systems. The Company has 
combined its expertise, technology, and experience to create its Hydro XS® energy recovery 
system. The Hydro XS is a modular product line designed to cost-effectively optimize energy 
production, reliably manage pressure, and control flow.

• Prior Communication: April 19, 2024
• Spoke with: Kyle Perrin
• Follow Up Discussion: August 13, 2025

• Company started in 2016 and is based out of Portland Oregon
• Technology generating power from existing potable water pipeline flow/pressure.
• Hydro XS system attached at an existing pressure reducing valve (PRV) location.
• Hydro XS controls pressure while generating renewable energy and sends it back to grid. Ideal 

pipeline size 8 inch or greater up to 48 inches.
• Grants available to offset 30% of cost and not affected by Big Beautiful Bill.
• Projects starting later this calendar year in Southern California

INPIPE® 
ENERGY 



Laketricity

• Prior Communication: October 11, 2022
• Spoke with: Nick Williams
• Follow Up Discussion: July 24, 2025

• Specializes in floating systems (lake)
• Could mount to floor of Beck
• Requiring a NDA and no engagement with anyone else

= Laketricity 
SOLAR POWER ON WATER' 



Opterra

• Prior Communication: 2020/2021
• Spoke with: Nancy Rorabaugh
• Follow Up Discussion: July 24, 2025

• Made analysis in 2020
• Installed solar at both Chula Vista & San Marcos School Districts
• General Contractor – 5% profit, 10% overhead (handles start to finish)
• Builds and maintains the system

OPTERRA 
ENERGY SERV I CES 



Some of OPTERRA’s California Public Sector 
Customers
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Questions?
Thank You
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