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Resolution Background
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The District’s capacity charges and meter classifications were 
developed by Wildan and Raftelis (July 2017) through a system-wide 
analysis of maximum monthly water usage by capacity class. 

If water usage exceeds these limits, the meters can decouple 
and under-register water use, which results in a loss of 
District revenue. Requires District replacement, with 
costs borne by all ratepayers.

Capacity 
Class

Meter Size Max Month, ccf Max Flow, gpm Ratio

B 3/4" 50 30 1.00
C 1" 80 50 1.67
D 1.5" 130 100 3.33
E 2" 300 160 5.33
F 3" 600 300 10.00
G 4" 1000 500 16.67



Resolution Background
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To protect the system from potential overuse relative to meter 
capacity, the accompanying Resolution in July 2017 (currently No. 
2024-08) established the lot size threshold requiring parcels 0.50 
acres or larger to maintain a minimum 1-inch meter.



Current Downsize Requirements
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Section 8.11.040.03 – The water usage would have to demonstrate 
that it did not exceed the maximum monthly flow capacity of the 
requested lower-sized meter in any month in the last 12 months

Parcels larger than 0.50 acres must maintain a minimum 1-inch meter

Same standard for both Residential and Ag properties



Water usage limits
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Max Month established for downsizing is more suited for Residential 
users and does not represent the high variability of Agricultural use.

Use Max Flow gpm for Ag meters by installing AMI meters to monitor 
real time flow

Capacity 
Class

Meter Size Max Month, ccf Max Flow, gpm Ratio

B 3/4" 50 30 1.00
C 1" 80 50 1.67
D 1.5" 130 100 3.33
E 2" 300 160 5.33
F 3" 600 300 10.00
G 4" 1000 500 16.67

Most applicable metric to Ag, but data not readily available - Requires data log during peak seasonal use



Proposed admin code change for Ag meters
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1. Due to the high variability of usage patterns, the owner must 
demonstrate that the water usage will not exceed the maximum 
continuous flow (GPM)

2. If the customer exceeds the maximum continuous flow, the District 
may install a flow restrictor on the meter to limit the flow 

3. After 2 violations, the District may require the customer to upsize to 
the appropriate meter size. The customer would be required to pay 
the difference in charges from the first month of the flow violation.
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Questions?
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