Agriculture Support

AGRICULTURE WORKSHOP
March 5, 2026
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Agenda

 Introductions

« Summary of Previous Grant Efforts

- Status on Existing Grant Funding Efforts

« Collaborative Efforts with Agriculture Agencies
* Water Rates

 Listening/Brainstorming

 ldentify Key Priorities
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Previous Grant Funding Efforts

Federal Farm Bill
Regional Conservation Partnership Program

Has been several rounds of funding secured
Focused mainly on efficiency projects — irrigation and
practices

Did not fund crop conversion

Currently have some funds remaining that are being
utilized as part of regional CropSWAP program
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Previous Grant Funding Efforts

Prop 84 Funds
Parks and Water

State funding for
expansion of District
recycled distribution to
serve four nurseries
Included funding for
nursery onsite
improvements

District helped get
applicants through
county permitting

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF

WATER RESOURCES
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Previous Grant Funding Efforts

Regional CropSWAP Program

State Funded: CA Department of
Water Resources and Local Funding
from Water Agencies

Leveraged program started by Rancho Water District

Program originally focused on reducing water use
and modified to focus on water use efficiency $1 !987!400
Fairly broad funding opportunities Group Regional

Crop upgrades g
Irrigation efficiency Fundmg

Best management practices
District funding largely allocated - Waitlist

SWAP

A Regional Program by Rancho Water

?ﬁ“% CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF

(5 WATER RESOURCES
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Grant Efforts

Collaborate with other San Diego Agencies
Water Agencies Servicing the Agriculture Community

MOU signed with four agencies in 2025
Shared service to seek opportunities for reduced costs,
joint legislative efforts, and rates

Fallbrook Public
Utility District
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Current Grant Funding Efforts

USDA
=

Moving forward

Researching new
opportunities

SWAP

A Regional Program by Rancho Water

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF

WATER RESOURCES No grant funding available
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Ultility District

Post Detachment

One agriculture rate
Allowed significant decrease in commercial agriculture rate
Some decrease in the Special Agriculture Water Rate —
removed certification requirements
Agriculture rates largely tied to short term Metropolitan
Water District increase
Local water will help mitigate increases
Rates are lower than SDCWA increases
Recycled water is lowest rate and excess supply available
and transporting to the right locations is a challenge
Rates Study done in 2022 for rates through 2027. Will start
update in late 2026
Cost of Service Requirements

Fixed meter fees the same for all account types

Usage fees vary
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Water Rates T

Agriculture Monthly Service Cost
Lower rate because it is Rates for agriculture customers is required
considered interruptible to be the same for Prop 218 compliance
Residential cost per unit Fixed monthly fee (1” meter): $116.03
(over 5 units): $8.34 Fixed monthly fee (2" meter): $354.56

Agriculture cost per unit
(over 5 units): $5.83

District Operational Costs

Fixed Rates Variable Rates

District Cost of Water

Fixed Rates Variable Rates
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Water Demand Trends s

FPUD Water Demands 2015-2024
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Rainbow Water

i
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RAINBOW

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

A, . :
o7 Provides water services to over
( /@ 9,000 customers in Bonsall,
- Rainbow, parts of Fallbrook,
Vista, and Oceanside

ogg:' ‘ Imports 100% of our water from
éy over 500 miles away through the

State Water Project and
Colorado River

¥ Delivers water to over 52,000 acres
(-\}\\j 344 miles of water main
- 10 pump stations
Three reservoirs
13 storage tanks
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MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
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CropSWAP Program Impact on Rainbow Water

~

-
$1,212,950 215 16
Reserved Grant Projects Completed Projects
Funds for Ag and Paid Pre-Approved
115 Project Applications: As of February 2026 15 on Waitlist

57 Agriculture, 48 Ag Domestic

2 New Applications in 2026
5 Commercial, 5 Single Family
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Total Rainbow Water Applications by Project Type

» 27 Crop Conversion

-

16 Avocado Rejuvenation

.1 0 Scheduling Automation
9 Soil Moisture Sensors

® 7 Mulching

6 Uniformity Improvements
® 2 Nutrient Management

® 2 coverCrops ‘
36 Avocado Rootstock —~

RAINBOW
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MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

Post Detachment

Agriculture rate
Transitioned out of PSAWR to one Ag rate

Avoided significant rate increases by detaching in Nov 2024
Avoided SDCWA increases of 14% Jan 1, 2025 (Rainbow
0% in 2025) and 8.3% increase in 2026 (Rainbow < 2%)
Rainbow able to reduce Ag (non-PSAWR) costs by an average
of 5% and hold fixed charges unchanged for all other customer
classes over a 30-month window (July 2024 — Jan 2027)

Cost pressures on water rates should remain light for 2027

Agriculture Workshop | March 2026




Water Rates
Agriculture Monthly Service Cost
Water Variable Charges Rates for agriculture
Total rate per unit (1 unit = 748.8 gallons) Fixed monthly fees
Agriculture $5.10/unit 1” meter  $239.68
M&I $6.42/unit 1.5" meter $479.96

2" meter $766.97

New Agriculture Meter Policy

Agriculture customers may request right-sizing of their meter
Includes AMI meter installation to monitor usage and flows
Future option to upsize in the future (if needed) without penalty
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Listening + Brainstorming

Where should your water district focus state and federal
lobbying efforts?

What other initiatives should your water district engage in?

What are the biggest challenges as agriculture customers?
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