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DISCUSSION

Non-Functional Turf:
AB 1572 Customer and Agency Impacts



WHAT’S REQUIRED

What is AB 15727

Assembly Bill 1572 (AB 1572) bans the use of potable (drinking) water to irrigate nonfunctional turf
located on the following properties in a phased timeline:

G PUBLIC AGENCIES AB 1572 does not apply to:

] Private Residential Yards

a COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES
L Cemeteries

O Turf irrigated with

° COMMON AREAS OF HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATIONS recycled water

AND COMMON INTEREST DEVELOPMENTS




WHAT’S REQUIRED

What is Nonfunctional Turf?

Nonfunctional turf is grass landscape that is not regularly used for human recreational purposes or for
civic or community events. So, what does that mean?

EXEMPTION CHECK

IS IT NONFUNCTIONAL TURF?

o Irrigated with recycled water?
0 Decorative entryway lawns o On private residential property?

Narrow strips along curbs, walls
or fences ISIT FUNCTIONAL TURF

ids?
Medians in parking lots, between 0 Kids?
buildings, or near sidewalks ° Sports?

Lawn with no specific use or 0 Pets?

purpose
0 Gatherings & Events?




TIMELINE

AB 1572 Requirement Timeline

Jan 2027 Jan 2027 Jan 2028 Jan 2029 June 2030 June 2031
O O O O @ O
Adopt NFT Ban NFT Ban NFT Ban Self-Certify Self-Certify
Policies Begins Begins Begins Required Required
Public Water ~ Government Commercial / HOA/Common  Commercial HOA.
Systems Properties Industrial Development Properties P_ro.per_tles
Properties Properties irrigating Irrigating
5,000 >sq. ft. 5,000 >sq. ft.



WATER SUPPLIER REQUIREMENTS

What is VCMWD Required to Do?

This is a State of California Requirement

AB 1572 is a California law. VCMWD did not create the law or set its deadlines. As a public water system, VCMWD
must comply with the law, update its water service polices and inform customers about the requirements.
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LANDSCAPE
TOOL SERIES

LESS LAWN, MORE COMPLIANCE

A GUIDE FOR WATER SUPPLIERS

COMMUNICATE REQUIREMENTS TO OUR NAVIGATINGAB1i72(NonfunctionalTurf)
CUSTOMERS & 8 |

UPDATE AGENCY POLICIES

COORDINATE WITH ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES
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WATER SUPPLIER IMPLEMENTATION

What is VCMWD’s Implementation Plan?

Provide information about
new policies and deadlines to
our impacted customers

Update our Administrative Code

December December

2026 with AB 1572 requirements at 2026
a public hearing

Enforce when appropriate
Provide AB 1572 impacted pprop

customers with resources,
information and support

Ongoing and necessary; Cooperate
with enforcement agencies if

Ongoing

required.



TS
CUSTOMER REQUIREMEN

' Do?
What are Customers Required to

ry ), Homeowners Associations (HOAs) myst Stop using
Potable {drinking) water to imigate nonfunctiona| lawn in 'Mon areas that

com,
¥ are purely decorative, This guide helps Hoa boards, Property Managers, anq
Ss L . landscape com

iMittees determine Whether 3 fayn area requires action,

STEP | ~ EXEMPTION cyecyc

Question; s this lawn irrigated with recycled or non-potable water, or js jt located on g individual
\"ca:‘m homeowner‘s Private |ot?

fortis 4 RS YES: NOACTION NEEDED (Exempy)

S o F Y o U R c:iﬂQ‘”__ o ‘:\‘ fise i = ¥ Recycled Water irrigation (purple Pipe, “Do Not Drink* signs)

I N E W H A T A R E A purpe® = Turf on private residentia| Property (front o back yards Mmaintained by the hnmeowner)
DETERM

No: Contine to Step 2 ']

AL TURF
DSCAPE ARE NONFUNCTION
LAN

STEP 2 - ysg CHECK
Question: s the lawn regularly used for recreation or Community Gatherings?
YES: No Ac; TION. NEEDED (Funch'anal Lawn)
= Sport fields
®Eventor galhering lawns (barbecues, Iestivals, HOA Meetings, o social Spaces)
= Pet play or religf areas
® Playgroung lawns integrateq with play equipment
® Required !orslormwatev Management o flood controj

D REBATES
AVAILABLE RESOURCESP?-ZN
:CS)ECREATE A COMPLIANCE

No:

STEP3 - NONFUNCTIONAL lNDlCATORS
Question: Doeg the lawn fit any of these Categories?
= Narrow Strips (10 ft wige or less) along Sidewalks, fences, o buildings
¥ Medians, frontage strips, or rking lot islands
Dec € lawns 3 bdivi: e i

NAL TURF
OP IRRIGATING NONFUNCTIO

ST

BY YOUR DEADLINE

(o) FT. OF
H +5,000 SQ.

RTIES WIT P
" GPI,EL\TED AREAS MUST SELRFY R
IR0RI PLIANCE TO STATE EVE A
COM

i ties.
their proper
' ity of turf on
how to determine the functionality
tomers
ill not tell cus
VCMWD wi



HOW AND WHERE TO GET HELP

Available Resources and Rebates VCMWD Customers are Eligible

for Rebates from San Diego

County, MWD & SDCWA
‘ Get Informed ‘ Apply for Rebates

Ensure your associations and businesses https://socalwatersmart.com/en/commercial/

have the appropriate information to achieve

and retain compliance. https://www.bewaterwise.com/commercial.html
‘ Find Available Support & Resources ‘ Phone a Friend
Nonfunctional Turf » California Water Efficiency Al's‘_' N'Chf’ls .
Partnership Special Projects & Regulatory Compliance Manager
Valley Center Municipal Water District
Southern California Landscape 29300 Valley Center Road, Valley Center CA
Optimization Service | Environmental Incentives anichols@vemwd.org

(760) 735-4516


https://socalwatersmart.com/en/commercial/
https://www.bewaterwise.com/commercial.html
https://www.valleycenterwater.org/Our-District/Documents/Urban-Water-Management-Plans
mailto:anichols@vcmwd.org
https://calwep.org/NFT/
https://calwep.org/NFT/
https://enviroincentives.com/projects/southern-california-landscape-optimization-service/
https://enviroincentives.com/projects/southern-california-landscape-optimization-service/
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AB1572
Non-Functional Turf
(NFT) Ban

Essentially:
If the only person walking on
the grass is the person
mowing the grass, that’s NFT!

Recycled water is exempt

San Diego County
Water Authority

Non-Functional Turf Ban Information

To prevent the unreasonable use of water and to promote water conservation, the
California State Legislature passed Assembly Bill 1572 (2023). Soon, the use of
potable water will be prohibited for the irrigation of non-functional turf at
commercial, industrial, and institutional sites.

If the only person walking on the grass is the person mowing the grass, that grass is non-functional.

Functional turf is defined as turf grass that is:

* Needed to serve a human function, including,
use for recreational purposes, civic or
community events.

* On the property of a single-family home.

* On the property of a park used for sport,
gathering, or recreation.

* On a golf courses used directly for sport.

* On a school field used for sport, gathering, or
recreation.

* Needed for pet relief at veterinarian offices,
boarding facilities and animal shelters.

* Within cemeteries used for visitation and
gathering.

* A species of turf that has a plant factor < 0.3 per
the CA Code of Regulations Section 491 Title 23.

For information on rebates and WaterSmart
Nifty 50 plants, visit: SDCWA.org/Conservation

Example of Non-Functional Turf

Non-functional turf includes, but is not

limited to turf:

* Along private or public sidewalks {parkways)
and medians.

* Along commercial driveways, parking lots and
HOA common areas.

* Surrounding scheools or office buildings.

* Mowed grass that is decorative and not
otherwise used for human recreation purposes.

* Note: Recycled water customers are exempt.

Turf Removal deadlines:

January 2027 — All public properties

January 2028 — All Commercial, Industrial &
Institutional properties

January 2029 — HOA’s & similar common areas

Nifty 50 >3

CLFCTY T
BEE8 - @8y

For information on turf removal, rebates and WaterSmart plant information,

visit: SDCWA.org/Conservation

Creutad Aug-N24



History of Water Regulations

Water Conservation and Efficiency in California

, . Key Strategies:
Arrvaal waler loss audting Prohibis potahie it &
2% per capiia Al st moered for all rrigation of nonluncional
reduction by 2020 water supplers turf &t CI 1 propeetias Fixture

Replacement

2015 2023 ot

58 555 AB 1572
b Landscape
Transformation
2018
AB 1008 S8 e ‘
Mandalory 25% emnemgency Makng Conservason & CA Way of Lily"
reduction satawide as Individual 2ed Water Ulse Objectives for Leak Detection
drought response. every urban suppler Enforcement & Water Loss

bagns 2027

‘ Water conservation and efficiency has moved from a short-term one-sized fits all drought
response 0 a pro-active customized, data-intensive supply strategy




Non-Functional Turf Schedule

AB 1572 Phased Implementation

Commeon G Local ‘8
Areas of HOAs Public Axer
& Similar ublic Ag?ncy
Entities Properties
c - Located in
f:;ﬂli:ﬁ:r ! Disadvantaged
AB 1572 & Other Communities
Signed Institutional
into Law Properties

October 13, State-Owned
2023 Properties (DGS)

Local Government
& Public Agency
Properties

* Or when funding is available

NonFunctionalTurfCA.org




CA Water Efficiency Partnership’s Website

https://nonfunctionalturfca.org

C % https//nonfunctionaiturfca.org b1 &3
N F I A CalWEP Resource What is NFT? Property Types v Resources v Policy & Compliance Make o Plan
Nonfunctional Turf

CalWEP

LESS LAWN.

MORE OPPORTUNITY.

A naw law bans watering grass that nobody uses on public end commercial properties starting January 2027

Check Local Rules and Requirements
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COMMERCIAL & EDUCATIONAL
PUBLIC PROPERTIES INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTIONS HOA COMMON AREAS




CA Water Efficiency Partnership’s Website

https://nonfunctionalturfca.org/agency/

This site is general
information for every
City in CA

Site information may
not have been edited
by the water provider
Do not assume it is
accurate

Check with your water
provider directly

e Dhitps

Rebates

Rebate availability varies by local water agency. Some agencies can

offer direct rebates for turf removal, while others may rely on regional

providers. Others may not have rebates available at this time. Based
on your address, the following rebates may be available for your

property

Local Water Agency (Rainbow Municipal Wd)

Reglonal Water Provider (San Diego County Water Authority)

Reglonal Water Provider (Metropolitan Water District Of Southern

California): £2 ¢

Use each program’s terms above to check rates, caps and
eligibility. Local and regional entries may describe the same

funding; do not add them without confirmation.

Rebate data may be outdated.

Community & Eligibility

Selected Property Type

Policy & Compliance

California law (AB 1572) bans the use of potable (drinking) water for

irrigating nonfunctional turf on commercial, industrial, institutional

and public properties. Public water systems must re\

their policies
and communicate the requirements by January 1, 2027; property
irrigation deadlines phase in separately. Based on your address, your
local water supplier's current compliance requirements are listed

below, if available.

Compliance Information Not Yet Available

Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional



MWD’s Rebate Program

(socalwatersmart.com)

Turf Removal Project Pl
Step by Step for HOA’s

. % Below is a suggested Step by Step Plan an HOA can take to
O U T D o O R . k implement a turf removal/WaterSmart landscape project:

~

r A Visit the turf rebate program website at SoCalWaterSmart.com to understand the rules and 3

— Tu rf Re p I a C e m e nt P rog ra m 3 guidelines. Do all your homework before you begin your project.

. Scope out the various sites throughout the HOA complex that has non-functional turf.
New state law (AB1572): If the only person waiking on the grass is the person mowing the grass,

L]
( I n C I u d e S Tre e S ) & xm’t‘\“;\: ‘I'-lbgAmBok:er: :,rzmher homeowners to get consensus on the locations,

needs and the style of the new landscape design.
. . Ex: Do they want more trees, walking paths, sitting areas, etc.
— Rotat I n g S p r I n kl e r N OZZ | e S 4. Before you start your project, take at least 6 photos of each of the location sites from all
angles (even the “maybe” sites) to submit for the rebate.
5. Create a plant palette and a draft plan (or two) of the various locations that may be

_ Weat h er Ba Sed I r riga tio N transformed. Check out SDCWA's Nifty 50 and Happy 100 Plant lists at SOCWA org.
6. Create an irrigation plan for the new landscapes. Rebate rules state, “Convert over-head
sprays to drip, bubblers or rotating nozzles, whichever is applicable.”
7. Decide where to place your rain barrel, dry stream bed or swale to catch rainwater run-off
C O n t ro I I e r (a2 mandated feature in the rebate program).
8. Start the rebate process at SoCalWaterSmart.com Re-read the program details on the
. site. Check out the informative flyers and “How To” videos.
— R a I n B a r re I S 9. Submit the “before” photos, a recent water bill(s), and a landscape plan (does not have to
be professionally done).
10. Once approved, the applicant has 6 months to complete the project. Questions are

—_— C i St e r n S welfo'me in the chat box o-n the SoCalWaterSmart site. ) | h
11. Additional rebates are available for stormwater capture features like rain gutters, rain
barrels, and cisterns. Check with your City or County to see if your HOA is eligible.
12. When the project is completed, submit “after” photos and a recent water bill.

13. Unless there are questions or a mandated site visit, an approval email will be sent within

( INDOOR: 1 2 weeks and a check within 8 to 10 weeks.

Rebate information: WaterSmart plant information:
SoCalWaterSmart.com SDCWA.org/Conservation

—Toilets, Flume and Flo and | oo s *
San Diego County :
more

"
PR

Water Authority

A e

Updated: July 2024

Check with your local water agency



Turf Rebates

(VCMWD)

Retail Water SCW | Unincorp. Wholesale Water
Provider S County S$* Provider
Fallbrook (FPUD) | $2.00 S1.00 Eastern Municipal Water

District; EMWD.org
Rainbow (RMWD) | $2.00 $1.00 Eastern Municipal Water

District; EMWD.org
Valley Center $2.00 $1.00 San Diego County Water

Authority; SDCWA.org

* Unincorporated areas ONLY
* Cll & HOA’s 50,000 sf (Res = 5,000 sf),
* Extra S1 for CA native plants (max amount is appx 1,000 sf)




Helpful Websites

Topic Website
Fallbrook PUD FPUD.com
Rainbow Water Rainbowmwd.ca.gov
Valley Center MWD VCMWD.org

Nifty 50 & Happy 100 Plant Lists

SDCWA/Conservation

Rebates for turf removal & devices

SoCalWaterSmart.com

Classes & Educational Materials

BeWaterWise.com

Firescaping — Cal Fire

Fire.ca.gov




Questions & Contacts

S

MWD’s Classes, Tips & Resources oo, o I _

. AL Fallbrook Public
www.bewaterwise.com Utility District
MWD’s Rebates & Programs N

www.SoCalWatersmart.com ~—
Fallbrook PUD RAINBOW

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

noelle@fpud.com 760.999.2706

Rainbow Water

PR@rainbowmwd.ca.gov 760.728.1178

Valley Center MWD

Anicols@vcmwd.org 760.735.4516

Debby Dunn N Garden Girl Deb

. cREATOR OF TaterTkise WONDERLANDS

GardenGirlDeb@gmail.com 619-694-9747
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