
D I S C U S S I O N

Non-Functional Turf:

AB 1572 Customer and Agency Impacts



W H A T ’ S  R E Q U I R E D

What is AB 1572?

Assembly Bill 1572 (AB 1572) bans the use of potable (drinking) water to irrigate nonfunctional turf
located on the following properties in a phased timeline:

1 PU B L IC AG EN C IE S  

CO M M ER C IA L & IN DU ST R IA L  PR O PE R T IES  2

3 CO M M ON  A R E A S OF  H OM E OW N ER S’  A SSO CIA T ION S  

A N D COM M O N  IN T E R EST  D E VE LOP M EN T S

AB 1572 does not apply to: 

❑ Private Residential Yards

❑ Cemeteries

❑ Turf irrigated with 
recycled water 



W H A T ’ S  R E Q U I R E D

What is Nonfunctional Turf?

Nonfunctional turf is grass landscape that is not regularly used for human recreational purposes or for 
civic or community events. So, what does that mean? 

√

EXEMPTION CHECK

On pri v ate  res ide nti al pr operty?  

IS IT FUNCTIONAL TURF

I rr i gated w ith re cy cl ed w ater ? 

Ki ds? 

Gatheri ng s & Ev ents? 

Pets? 

S ports? 

Dec orat iv e entry way  l awns 

Narrow str i ps  along  c urbs,  wal ls  
or  fe nces

M edians i n  park ing  l ots ,  betw een 
bui ldi ngs,  or  ne ar  s idew al ks

Law n w ith no spe cif ic  use or  
purpose

IS IT NONFUNCTIONAL TURF? 



T I M E L I N E

AB 1572 Requirement Timeline

Jan 2027

Adopt 

Policies

Public Water 
Systems

Jan 2027

NFT Ban 

Begins

Government 
Properties

Jan 2028

NFT Ban 

Begins

Commercial / 
Industrial  

Properties

Jan 2029

NFT Ban 

Begins

HOA/Common 

Development 
Properties

June 2030

Self-Certify 

Required

Commercial 
Properties 

irrigating 
5,000 >sq. ft.

June 2031

Self-Certify 

Required

HOA 

Properties 
irrigating 

5,000 >sq. ft.



W A T E R  S U P P L I E R  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

What is VCMWD Required to Do?

1 CO M M U NI CA T E R EQ UI R EM EN T S T O  O U R  

CU ST OM E R S

U PD A TE  A G EN CY  PO LIC IE S2

This is a State of California Requirement

AB 1572 is a California law.  VCMWD did not create the law or set its deadlines.  As a public water system, VCMWD 
must comply with the law, update its water service polices and inform customers about the requirements. 

3 CO OR DI N AT E  W IT H EN F OR C EM E N T  

A GE N CIE S



W A T E R  S U P P L I E R  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N

What is VCMWD’s Implementation Plan?

Update our Administrative Code 

with AB 1572 requirements at

a public hearing 

Provide information about 

new policies and deadlines to 

our impacted customers

Provide AB 1572 impacted 

customers with resources, 

information and support

Enforce when appropriate

and necessary; Cooperate 

with enforcement agencies if 

required.

December 
2026

Ongoing

December 
2026

Ongoing



C U S T O M E R  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

What are Customers Required to Do?

1
DE T ER M I N E WH A T A R EA S OF  YOU R  

LA N DS CA PE  A R E  N O N F UN C TIO N A L T U R F

2

3

4

U SE  A V AI LA B LE  R E SOU R CE S A N D R E B A T ES 

T O C R EA T E A  CO M PL IA N CE  P LA N

ST OP  IR R I GA T IN G N ON F UN C TI ON A L T U R F  

B Y  YOU R  D EA D LIN E

PR OPE R T IES  W IT H + 5, 0 0 0  SQ .  F T .  OF  

IR R I GA T ED  A R E AS  M U ST  S ELF - CE R T IF Y  
CO M PLI A N CE T O S TA T E EV E R Y 3  Y EA R S

VCMWD will not tell customers how to determine the functionality of turf on their properties.  



H O W  A N D  W H E R E  T O  G E T  H E L P

Available Resources and Rebates

Ensure your associations and businesses 

have the appropriate information to achieve 

and retain compliance. 

Apply for Rebates

https://socalwatersmart.com/en/commercial/

https://www.bewaterwise.com/commercial.html

Phone a Friend

Alisa Nichols
Special Projects & Regulatory Compliance Manager
Valley Center Municipal Water District

29300 Valley Center Road, Valley Center CA 
anichols@vcmwd.org
(760) 735-4516

VCMWD Customers are Eligible 
for Rebates from San Diego 

County, MWD & SDCWA

Nonfunctional Turf » California Water Efficiency 
Partnership

Southern California Landscape 
Optimization Service | Environmental Incentives

Get Informed

Find Available Support & Resources

https://socalwatersmart.com/en/commercial/
https://www.bewaterwise.com/commercial.html
https://www.valleycenterwater.org/Our-District/Documents/Urban-Water-Management-Plans
mailto:anichols@vcmwd.org
https://calwep.org/NFT/
https://calwep.org/NFT/
https://enviroincentives.com/projects/southern-california-landscape-optimization-service/
https://enviroincentives.com/projects/southern-california-landscape-optimization-service/


Taught by:
Debby Dunn

GardenGirlDeb@Gmail.com

Transforming Lawns:
A Sustainable Approach

Brought To You By: Sponsored By:



AB1572
Non-Functional Turf 

(NFT) Ban

Essentially: 
If the only person walking on 

the grass is the person 
mowing the grass, that’s NFT!

Recycled water is exempt



History of Water Regulations



NonFunctionalTurfCA.org

Non-Functional Turf Schedule



CA Water Efficiency Partnership’s Website
https://nonfunctionalturfca.org

CalWEP



CA Water Efficiency Partnership’s Website
https://nonfunctionalturfca.org/agency/

• This site is general 
information for every 
City in CA

• Site information may  
not have been edited 
by the water provider

• Do not assume it is 
accurate

• Check with your water 
provider directly



MWD’s Rebate Program
(socalwatersmart.com)

– OUTDOOR:
–Turf Replacement Program 

(includes Trees)
–Rotating Sprinkler Nozzles
–Weather Based Irrigation 

Controller
–Rain Barrels
–Cisterns

• INDOOR: 
–Toilets, Flume and Flo and 

more

Check with your local water agency 
for additional rebates!



Turf Rebates

Retail Water 
Provider

SCW
S

Unincorp. 
County $*

Wholesale Water 
Provider

Fallbrook (FPUD) $2.00 $1.00 Eastern Municipal Water 
District; EMWD.org

Rainbow (RMWD) $2.00 $1.00 Eastern Municipal Water 
District; EMWD.org

Valley Center 
(VCMWD)

$2.00 $1.00 San Diego County Water 
Authority; SDCWA.org

* Unincorporated areas ONLY

* CII & HOA’s 50,000 sf (Res = 5,000 sf),  

* Extra $1 for CA native plants (max amount is appx 1,000 sf)



Helpful Websites

Topic Website

Fallbrook PUD FPUD.com

Rainbow Water Rainbowmwd.ca.gov

Valley Center MWD VCMWD.org

Nifty 50 & Happy 100 Plant Lists SDCWA/Conservation 

Rebates for turf removal & devices SoCalWaterSmart.com

Classes & Educational Materials BeWaterWise.com

Firescaping – Cal Fire Fire.ca.gov



MWD’s Classes, Tips & Resources
www.bewaterwise.com

MWD’s Rebates & Programs
www.SoCalWatersmart.com

Fallbrook PUD
noelle@fpud.com                            760.999.2706                       

Rainbow Water
PR@rainbowmwd.ca.gov             760.728.1178

Valley Center MWD
Anicols@vcmwd.org                      760.735.4516

Debby Dunn
GardenGirlDeb@gmail.com      619-694-9747

Questions & Contacts
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