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IT’S OVER – LAFCO REJECTS FPUD APPLICATION 
 

After nearly 18 long months, the saga that was the Fallbrook Public Utility District 
(FPUD) attempt to force a merger with Rainbow MWD is over.   On September 
14th the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) voted 5-3 to side with the 
ratepayers of RMWD and reject the application from FPUD to dissolve RMWD.   
Well over 100 ratepayers made the trip down to the County building and many 
spoke passionately to the Commissioners about their desire to remain 
independent.   The clear message from the ratepayers was that they did not want 
a forced merger and if the Commission was dead set to approve it they should at 
least allow the voters to have a say.  LAFCO staff incorrectly claimed an election 
was not allowed under State law so the Commissioners voted to reject the merger. 
 
I personally want to thank all of you that took time out of your busy lives to write to LAFCO and let 
them know your thoughts.   Over 1000 individuals made their voice known to LAFCO through letters 
and emails and dozens more spoke at the hearings.   This community support was a deciding factor 
in the process and all of us at RMWD are honored to serve our unique and awesome community.    
 
Now we can get back to focusing on our real jobs – serving YOU!   
 
Thanks again! 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DROUGHT UPDATE 
 
As you may be aware, the District has been issued a Conservation Order from the State of California 
because we did not meet their conservation standards.   Details about the Order and our responses 
are on our website.   On September 30th we sent a Petition for Reconsideration to the State Water 
Resources Control Board in which we highlight some of the defects in the Conservation Order and 
how it is being applied here in RMWD.   This is also on our website. 
 
With that said, we met our conservation standard in August – conserving 38% compared to 2013!   
Well done!   It is clear that our customers are doing what they can to eliminate water waste.  Outdoor 
irrigation is the largest part of our water use in this area so this is where you can make a big 
difference.   In most cases there is no need to rip out lawns and landscaping to save water.  If you 
focus on making your irrigation system more efficient you can save water and your landscape.   A 
common source of water waste is running your sprinklers for too long at one time.  Most soil types in 
this area can handle water only for 5 minutes at a time or so – watering longer than that causes the 
water to run off rather than sink in.   Take the time to watch your irrigation to make sure that the water 
is getting to the plants, not running off.  
 
Attached is a flyer for a free water audit where a professional will come out and do this sort of thing 
for you.  I encourage you to sign up today! 



          
Commercial, Multifamily, Public and Single-Family Properties 

 
Want to control your irrigation costs? 
 
Get a WaterSmart Checkup and find 
out how. 
 
A WaterSmart Checkup is your free opportunity to receive site-specific water-saving 
recommendations. You will benefit from the perspective of our certified irrigation 
professionals.And you decide if and when to put the suggestions to work.  
 
We offer several different Checkup services and will match your property to the best 
available option. Participation is limited, so don’t miss out. If you own or manage a 
commercial, multifamily, industrial, public or single-family property, apply today. 
  
Single-family home checkups also include recommendations to increase indoor water-use 
efficiency. 
 
1. Complete an easy application at www.watersmartcheckup.org. 
2. We schedule an irrigation survey (site walk-through) for approved applicants. 
3. We provide observations, recommendations, and if applicable, test results. 
4. You choose what you will implement and when. There’s no obligation. 
5. Start saving! Although water-savings varies by property, you may save up to 20 percent 
or  
more. 

 

✔ Free.  

✔ No obligation.  

✔ Site-specific recommendations. 

✔ Prepare for seasonal irrigation changes. 

 
 

Apply today. Participation is limited. 
 
Participating Agencies: Carlsbad Municipal Water District,City of Del Mar, City of Escondido, Fallbrook Public 

Utilities District, City of Oceanside, Otay Water District, Padre Dam MWD, City of Poway, Rainbow MWD, Ramona 

MWD, San Dieguito Water District, Santa Fe Irrigation District, Vallecitos Water District, Valley Center MWD and 

Vista Irrigation District. 
 
Services provided by Mission Resource Conservation District  
 
Program made possible by  
 
A grant from the California Department of Water Resources San Diego County Water Authority and its 
participating member agencies 

 
(866) 883-1332 www.watersmartcheckup.org appointments@missionrcd.org 
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