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Small Drips Lead to Water Waste 
Check Your Home During Fix-A-Leak Week: March 16 – 27
 
Small leaks don’t stay small for long. Across the United States, 
household leaks waste nearly 1 trillion gallons of water every 
year — and that wasted water shows up on your bill. 

Are Hidden Leaks Quietly Costing You? 
•	1 in 10 homes has leaks wasting 90+ gallons per day
•	 A single dripping household faucet can waste  

3,000 plus gallons per year
•	Undetected leaks can cause costly water damage

What Can You Do?
Most leaks are easy to fix — if you catch them early. Read 
about solutions to help you identify potential leaks in your home. 

Read Your Water Meter

Check your water usage by reading your water meter over a two-hour period. 
Make sure no water is in use during the two-hour window, and if the meter  
read changes, there may be a leak. Learn how to locate your meter and  
identify a leak with Rainbow Water's How to Video Series on YouTube:  
rainbowmwd.ca.gov/how-to-videos 

Flume, Smart Water Monitor Device

For a limited time, Flume devices are available exclusively to Rainbow Water 
customers with an instant rebate, at a final purchase price of $49 (one device 
available per household).  

•	24/7 smart leak detection alerts
•	Real-time water monitoring — see usage instantly
•	Easy DIY install (no plumber required)
•	70% of users detect a leak within the first month 

Devices must be installed within 10 days of shipment, and DIY installation 
videos are available on the website. For more and to purchase a device, 
please visit: rainbowmwd.ca.gov/flume-rebate-program

Check for Surface Leaks

A quick review of the interior and exterior will help identify potential water 
waste. Take a closer look at faucet gaskets, drips at the shower head, listen for 
running water at the toilet, and look for pools of water at pipe fittings under the 
cabinet or around the washing machine to determine if water is leaking. Check 
for leaks at the home's exterior where a garden hose connects to the spigot and 
turn on the sprinklers to test for broken sprinklers or nozzles over-spraying.  
Find more information about Fix a Leak Week on the EPA website:  
epa.gov/watersense/fix-leak-week

Catch us at the 39th Annual Fallbrook Avocado Festival
Sunday, April 19, 2026 . 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Stop by the Rainbow Water District booth on Main Street to meet our team members and  
ask questions. Take the customer service survey to receive your complimentary water bottle!

Around 
the District
Highlights from 
the General Manager: 
Workshop Recap  
and State Water Supply Update

Thank you to our customers who attended our 
agriculture workshop with Mission Resource 
Conservation District (MRCD) and Fallbrook 
Public Utility District (FPUD). In total, over 65 
growers from Rainbow Water and FPUD attended 
and engaged in important discussions impacting 
their businesses. The workshop reviewed programs 
available through MRCD, irrigation automation, 
the importance of pruning and mulching, and best 
practices for avocado and citrus growers. Special 
thanks to our guest speakers: Mia Lorence, MRCD; 
Nick Krnich, EverDawn Farms; Jeff Dickinson, 
Dickinson Farms; and Ali Montazar, PhD, 
University of California Cooperative Extension.  

State Water Levels  
General managers from FPUD and Rainbow 
Water reviewed information on the recent storms’ 
impacts on state water supplies. According to the 
latest Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California report from March 4, 2026, the State 
Water Project (Northern California Supply) is 
holding steady with reservoir levels well above 
average for this time of year, however, Northern 
Sierra snowpack is only at 37% of normal, 
limiting potential spring runoff. The Colorado 
River basin is behind on precipitation this season, 
and snow pack is only 67% of normal, signaling 
a likely below-average water year for the already-
strained basin. Rainbow Water imports 100% of 
the water supply from the State Water Project and 
the Colorado River. While current water supplies 
remains adequate for the near future, additional 
precipitation and snowpack would be needed to 
reach average levels for this water year. 
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DIY Landscape Workshops
Tired of staring at a landscape that just won't cooperate? Whether you're battling 
plants that won't thrive or just don't know which native plants work best, it’s time 
to take the guesswork out of gardening. 

Rainbow Water customers are invited to attend two in-person workshops hosted 
by Metropolitan Water District in partnership with Vallecitos Water District and 
Vista Irrigation District.  

Sign up for a gardening class today and turn your vision into reality!  
Advanced registration is required for the free event.  
Please complete the online sign-up form: https://tinyurl.com/bdeet42f

Two Local Landscape Workshops in One Day
Date: Sunday, March 29, 2026 
In-Person Class Venue:  
Vallecitos Water District, 201 Vallecitos De Oro, San Marcos, CA 92069	

1. California Friendly® & Native Plant Landscape Training
Workshop Time: 9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 
Transform your outdoor space into a beautiful, water-efficient landscape with 
our California Friendly® & Native Plant Landscape Training. This engaging and 
practical course introduces participants to the core principles of sustainable 
landscaping, tailored specifically for California’s unique climate and ecology. 

2. Garden Design Seminar
Workshop Time:  10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Ready to create a garden that’s both beautiful and climate-resilient? This 
design seminar will walk you through the process of planning a landscape that 
captures rainwater, conserves resources, and thrives with local conditions. By 
the end of the class, you’ll have the tools to develop a plant palette, sketch 
your layout, and design a landscape that’s sustainable, low-maintenance, and 
uniquely yours.

High School Volunteer Program 
Join us for two unique volunteer events in April to earn high  
school community service hours. It’s more than just volunteering,  
it’s an inside look at the team that helps keep the water flowing 
through our community. Visit the website to secure your  
volunteer position at: rainbowmwd.ca.gov/volunteer-program

Fallbrook Avocado Festival
Date: Sunday, April 19, 2026
Location: Rainbow Water booth in Downtown Fallbrook
Volunteer Shift Times: 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. OR 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
 
New! 2026 Grow with the Flow Plant Program
Date: Saturday, April 25, 2026
Location: Rainbow Water, 3707 Old Highway 395, Fallbrook
Volunteer Shift Times: 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. OR 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

NEW! Rainbow Water 
Rundown 
Monthly Board Meeting Recap

Introducing the Rainbow Water Rundown, a 
summary of what happened at the most recent 
Board of Directors meeting.

February Board Meeting
Agricultural Meter Policy Update: Agricultural 
customers who can document less water use 
than their current meter size allows can now 
request a “right-sizing” of their meter. The details 
and requirements of the potential cost savings 
program for Agricultural properties are expected 
to roll out in April 2026 and will include: 

•	Customer-funded AMI meter installation to 
monitor real-time usage and flows. 

•	Future option to re-size in the future (if 
needed) without penalty. 

New Engineering & IT Modular: Approved 
purchase of a modular building to replace the 
aging complex and create a dedicated workspace 
for the Engineering and IT departments. 

ERP Replacement: Approved moving forward 
with budgeting a more cost-effective replacement 
of aging financial, billing, and asset management 
systems to improve efficiency and customer service. 

Mid-Year Budget Update: Water sales and 
department spending are on target; capital budget 
adjusted to cover the Line NN repair. 

Mutual Aid with Rancho Water: Approved 
an agreement to share staff, equipment, and 
resources during emergencies. 

Water Availability Charge: The Board scheduled 
a hearing to adopt the annual property tax charge 
that supports fixed system costs. 

Joint Financing Authority: Approved a 
partnership with Bonsall Unified School District 
to create a shared financing authority to help fund 
future infrastructure projects.  

Committee & Teleconferencing Update: Clarified 
attendance and remote participation rules for 
Board committees. 

Alternative Energy Exploration: Continuing to 
evaluate opportunities for power generation, 
grants, and operational savings; contract 
consideration expected in March. 

Join Us for the Next Board Meeting  
Date: Tues, March 24 at 1:00 p.m.
Agenda and Committee Meeting Schedule: 
rainbowmwd.ca.gov/meetings

SCAN TO  
VOLUNTEER 

WITH US

Registration Open for 
Free Landscape Classes 
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